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The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
has determined that the portion
of the Buenos Aires National
Wildlife Refuge south of the
Garcia Road will be closed to
public use under authority found
in 8 RM 13.5 and 50 CFR 25.21(e)
as of October 3, 2006. Garcia Road
runs east/west parallel to the
international boundary about one
mile north of the line. This area is
about 3500 acres in size. It has
been determined that this portion
of the Refuge poses a threat to
public safety.

The situation in this zone has
reached a point where continued
public use of the area is not prudent.
The Buenos Aires National Wildlife
Refuge has been adversely affected
by border-related activities. The
international border with Mexico has
also become increasingly violent.
Assaults on law enforcement officers
and violence against migrants have
escalated. Violence on the Refuge
associated with smugglers and
border bandits has been well-
documented. Many of these activities
are concentrated at, or near, the
border. The concentration of illegal
activity, surveillance and law
enforcement interdictions make
these zones dangerous.

Emergency closures normally
remain in effect for 30 days or less.
However, the activities that have
built up to this decision point are not
likely to diminish in less than 30
days. We anticipate that this closure
will remain in effect for a much
longer period.

Mitch Ellis
Buenos Aires NWR
Refuge Manager
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